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SACS BOSTON AND NEW HAV 5* cnw 
OPAL.. DR. EZRA POUND, TREASON. 
IMMEDIATELY. EXPEDITE. 

SOUCY 



5-07 PM JKC 
OUTSTANDING LEAD MUST BE COVERED 









Date: November 33* 1942 
Tot SAC, Baltimore 


Proati J* Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
EDWARD LE} DELANEY, was,. 

Subject! Edward Leopold Delaney, £. D. Sard, 

Edward Delanej 
TREASON* 


There are attached hereto copies of a memorandum dated 
November 24, 1942, which contains a sutauary of infonuation in the 
Bureau filed regarding subject Edward I*e© Delaney, an American 
citizen who since December 3, 1941, has broadcasted anti-American 
propaganda to the United States over the German propaganda short¬ 
wave radio from Berlin, Germany, A.majority of subject* s broad¬ 
casts sines that date have been monitored by the Federal Communi¬ 
cations Commission Monitoring Station, rt Shinda, n located at Silver 
Hill, Prince Georges County, Maryland. Transcriptions have been 
made of these broadcasts aid in some instances recordings. 

The Department has been furnished copies of these 
transcriptions and now requests that additional investigation be 
conducted as expeditiously as possible inasmuch as the matter is 
being considered for grand Jury action. The Department also informs 
that venue will lie in the district Ah© re the broadcasts were 
received, which in this case is Silver Hill, Maryland, and therefore 
your offloe is being mad© the office of origin. 

It is suggested that the offices receiving copies of 
this letter with enclosure, listed at the bottom of this latter and 
.preceded by an asterisk, cover the undeveloped leads set forth in 
the attached memorandum in eanjuction withtiie undeveloped leads 
set forth in the following related cases, which are being forwarded 
under separata cover: 

♦JANE ANDERSON, with aliases 
■TREASON ' ■ ' ' 


ROBERT BEST, with aliases 
TREASON 


♦DOUGLAS CHANDLER, with alias 
TREASON 


CONSTANCE DREXKL, with aliases 
TRKA3<* c j ^ J 


♦FRED W, KAL 
TREASON 

♦DR, EZRA P 
TREASON. 







The Denver Office will interview Ur, Siegfried Tfagener 
in connection with this case and also the above mentioned cases 
preceded by an asterisk. 

It is desired that the information developed be set 
forth in detailed report form in each case, .even though it amounts 
to repetition, for the purpose of facilitating proper supervision 
of these cases at the Seat of Government. 

These cases are considered as being of paramount im¬ 
portance, particularly in view of the interest of the President, 
the Offioe of har Information and the Department, and should be 
given immediate and continuous investigative attention until all 
leade are exhausted. 

It is inoperative that these instructions be strictly 

adhered to. 


Enclosure 


co - * Washington, D. C. 

* New Torfc City 

* Chicago 

* Philadelphia 
Denver 
Springfield 
Boston 
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THIS CASS ORIGINATED AT BALTIMORE, MAHtElAHD FIU5NO. 61-313 Maa 



synopsis OF FACTS* Eesult of interview with JAMES J. JfflGKBKGtf, who knows Subject 

intimately, set out, AHCrLETOK newer heard any of Subject's 
broadcasts but would definitely recognise his voice, Professor 
THEODORE SPEITCER, Harvard University, with whom Subject lived 
for approximately five days, may recognise Subject's voice, 

OTTO ZAUSMER, Boston ©lobe, short-wave listening post, has two 
recorded Subject's broadcasts made by him October 3, 1941 and 
September 19, 1943, ZAUSMER states he never would forget that 
voice, 

- HUG - 

Reference: Report of Special Agent BENEDICT P, CR0ISB, Washington, D. C,, 

dated January is, 1943, 

Teletype from the Baltimore Field Division to the Boston Field 
Division and Hew Haven Field Division dated January 29, 1943, 

Details! JAMBS J* AUGLETOH, student at Harvard Daw School, Cambridge, 
Mass,,was interviewed at his residence 19 Harwell Street, 
Cambridge, Mass,, at which time he advised that he was 
Intimately acquainted with Dr, EZRA POUND, having first met 
DR, POUND in the summer of 1937 at Bap alio, Italy, The 
following summer PCUSD came to the United States and lectured 
at Harvard University where he spent approximately ten days, 
during which time he resided with Professor SPEITC2R of the 
English Department, Harvard University, When POUND left 
Harvard he v:ent to Hew Haven where he spent a few days, then 
proceeded to Washington, D, C,, where he spent approximately 
one month and then went to Hamilton College where an honorary 
doctor's degree was conferred upon him* 
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leaving Hamilton College POUND proceeded, to Hew York City and sailed on the 
Conti de Savoy. ANG1EE0N stated that it was largely due to his suggestion that 
Sr. POUND made this trip to the United States. ANGLEI01T further advised that, 
in his opinion, DE, POUND is probably the leading literary figure of this century 
and undoubtedly the most outstanding American author and poet who has ever existed. 
He stated that he has a great deal of respect for POUND 1 g ability and that he has 
discussed with him on many occasions both literature and POUND'S political views. 

He went on to explain that he was educated abroad in view of the fact that his 
father represented business interests there, and that due to this fact he hod 
many contacts with POUND. As to POUND* g political theories ANGLEIJON stated that 
when POUND gets into the field of economics or politics he proceeds to become 
irrational and he believes that he has even noted a strain of insanity in these 
particular fields. He stated that his point of view on this matter is hard to 
explain, in view of the fact that POUND is so outstanding in his literary 
endeavors and yet seems to completely lose his rationality when he goes into the 
field of politics. 

An endeavor to explain POUND* s political theories, as gathered by the conversations 
ANGLEDON has had with POUND, ANGLEDON gave the following views on POUND* s 
political theories. POUND was born in the United States and gained his early 
education here and he attended the University of Pennsylvania, He went to 
London at the age of twenty-two and was, at that time, probably the most popular 
American ever in London, POUND became associated in England with If. S. iEuIOP 
and both as ex-patriots had much in common, rhere POUND became a good friend of 
2HH3SP E^ilNGWAY, POUND was in London during the first World War and at the close 
of the war joined the ranks of the disillusionment group, which was a group of 
individuals who were disappointed in the rejection of Wilson's fourteen points by 
the Allies at the conclusion of the war and who predicted as a result thereof, 
a subsequent war in Europe. ANGLEEON further explained that Sir SSA FORD CRIPPS 
in England was a member of this group. 

Subsequent to the war POUND went to Paris where he developed a tremendously strong 
antit-Uewish attitude. While in Paris POUND saw and wrote of the corruption that 
was creeping into the government of the French State, and as a result of these 
writings found it necessary to leave France, whereupon he went to Rapallo, Italy, 
ANGLECON further explained that POUND presently lives at Rapallo, Italy with his 
wife and his parents whom POUND has brought there from the United States, He 
stated that POUND i a somewhat of a curiosity to the people of that community and 
that when he appears upon the street they speak of him as "the poet". 

According to ANG12HK5N, POUND* a whole concern seems to be based upon the social 
credit theory. ANGLEEON went on to explain that this theory involves a strong 
corporate state and that it is this element in Italy in which Dr. POUND seems to 
be interested. 
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He stated that he did not believe Dr. POUIJD van an advocate of tiro fascist form 
of government, but rather was advocating that portion of the present Italian 
government which is in accord with his social credit theory, that is to say, the 
strong corporate state with community ownership of property, A"GXiliiGii vent on to 
explain POJPD's theory, present day society should return to the former medieval 
society of Rente's time, with a strong church state so that the decress of the 
state would carry with then the sanction of the church. 

According to AHGL2I0E, FOUHD rationalizes his strong interest in economics and 
politics by drying analogy to Dante who was a poet and also wrote in the field 
of economics. As a concrete example of lOLfiJD 1 s theory of operation, AiIGhlfGH 
explained that when private corporation makes a loan of mone> to a foreign 
government, that corporation thereby commits the lives of the people of the 
country in which that corporation iu situated. It thereby creates in that country 
in which a corporation is created a vested interest in the country to which the 
loan has been made. In view of Shis fact, any such loan made by an individual 
company should first be approved by the people of the country in which that 
corporation is located. 

AitGIiiSfOil further explained that he subscribes to most of tOJI® 1 s theories and 
believes that they are fundamentally sound. However, he stated IGJHD is 
irrational in his treatment of them and has allowed two major considerations to 
warp his presentation of these theories, These two factors are his extreme 
anti-Semitic attitude and his strong hatred, of the international banking class. 

As a result of this attitude these two factors permeate all of I-CLFlni'p political 
writings, A'jGihTOHct ated that much of FOUlD 1 s work n$ss been published in n 
magazine B >7ew English Weekly 11 published by a man named Qrege in London, .-n land, 
and th»t many of Ms articles published in the United States have been published 
by JAMBS hAUGHhlH, publisher of ‘'Hew Directions", Hew York Oity, it is to be 
noted this is undoubtedly the LiFJCrHLIN referred to in the reference report. 

According to AvGL’n’GK, ,1AUGHLIN has published many of FGULiUs books in the United 
States and. Lome of SrOUBP's books have altio been published by the Yale University 
Press. AHGLftfiOil pointed out that tnere was a very good article on FOUND 
published by Will 1 Ad FITZ&ifLftLD, Lditor of lime Magazine, shortly before our 
entry into the war. He farther advised that upon our entry into the war, 
so it was rsnorted in Time Magazine, Italy announced Ur. ICOUD would no longer 
broadcast. Many of POUVD 1 & articles are also published by the magazine "The 
Townsmen", published in England by BOHAGjj lUIGAH. 

AlfGLKSOU stated that he has never neard any of hr. I ujHD» s broadcasts but that 
he had read a facsimile of one or two in some publication and that they seamed 
to be absolutely incoherent. He further stated that he has talked to hr. IGUVD 
on the trans-Atlantic telephone, as well as by a shin to swore phone, are tnat as 
a result of his close association with Ur. FCJ:®, he is sure that he could 
recognipe Ur, FOEJHD's voice. 
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He stated that although it would he distasteful for him to do so he would he 
willing to testify against Dr, FOUND if it became necessary, ANGLHTON furnished 
two portrait photographs of Dr, POUND, one A front view, and the other a side 
view. Copies of these photographs ere being forwarded to the Baltimore Pi eld 
Division as an enclosure* 

ANGLETON furnished the following list of individuals whom he believed were 
closely acquainted with Dr. FOUND and could possibly give information relative 
to him, 

ARCHIBALD McLEASH, librarian of Congress, Washington, D. C, 

Professor STSHER, Professor of Economics, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, 
Dr, WILLI Ail CARLOS WILLIAMS, Rutherford, New Jersey, a co-student of POUND at the 

University of Pennsylvania. 

3. B. CUMHINGS, 4 Patchin Place, Greenwich Village, New York. 

JAMES LAUGHLIN, “New Directions", New York City, 

RICHARD ALDINGTON, English writer who is in the United States and whose whereabouts 

would probably be known by LAUGHLIN, 

ED WATKINS, a literary agent whose whereabouts would probably ale be known by 

LAUGHLIN, 

LOUIS UNE^EDras, Publisher, New York City* 

The advisability of contactin'* the above individuals is being left to the 
discretion of the office of origin and no leads for that purpose are being set 
out in this report, 

Mr, ANGLETON advised that he was not enrolling at Harvard University for the 
second semester and that after "Vbruary 3, 19d3 hie address would be IhO —act 
50th Street, New York City. 

THEODORE CNSHOLY, Associate Professor of English, Harvard University, advised that 
DR, EZRA POULY) lived in his home during the time he was at Harvard University, 
approximately 1933, which was for & period of about five days. He stated that 
POUND staged at his home in view of the fact he, SPENCER, was in the English 
Department ana that he had not Icnown POUND prior to th-^t time. He stated that 
FOUND could be extren emy borish and uncouth, having little or no refinement. He 
stated that his attempts at conversations with POUND were successful in producing 
only four topics of c o nv er sat ion on the part of POUND, namely, that Martin /an 
Buren was the greatest president the United States ever had; that John -^dsn| was 
one of the greatest men that ever lived; a strong tirade against the Jews; an 
equally strong tirade against the international bankers. 


SPENCER stated that despite Dr. PGJKD'a ability as a literary figure, he believes 
the man is mentally unbalanced. He stated th-'-t he could not definitely say 
whether he could recognise Dr. POUND’s voice or oot, but that he will be willing 
to testify if it was found that he could recognize the voice. 


i 
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Ihe following investigation wsc conducted by Speci'J. Agent BAJTIBEi *T, GHIT IK,* 

Oii’O 2/vJi'u',?> f iioe-ton Globe short-wave listening post, was interviewed at his 
residence, 51 Mason terrace, Brookline, 4Ns‘’* t at v.hich tine he advised tli .t he 
bed. listened to FOUND broadcast on a few occasions but that they were of such a 
nature that they made him sick to listen to them. He stated that 10-JhIf has a 
preacher-like voice, of such a nat ure that he would never forget the voice. 

He stated that he had listened to F0UES) spasmodically, the last tli-:ie being about 
two months ago. He stated, that hr felt he could and would be willing to identify 
FOUm>*s voice. 

He stated that he has two recordings which he has made of broadcasts by aOJHD, 
one being made October 0, 194-1 and the other September IS, 1940. Hr, -ABS-lAl 
stated he would be willing to loan there recordings to the Bureau if they so 
flesired. 

BRIL.Sr 3. H£iO, Christian Science short-wave listening post, was interviewed at 
Ms residence, 61 Naples Hoad, Brookline, Mass., regarding any information he 
might have relative to POUND, with negative results* 
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BNCDOSUBE 


BALPIMOBB FlhLD DIVISION 

1. Front view photograph, of DK, EZBA POUND. 
2* Side view photograph of DB. EZBA POUND, 
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DR. EZRA POUND" 


TREASON 


synopsis of facts: LEONARD BACON now residing at 22$ Bast 7Uth Street, New York City. 

Employed as a civilian employee by Army Intelligence in New York 
City. 

■SKUC* 

REFERENCE: Bureau File 100-31*099. 

Report of Special Agent ROYCS B. TKOITSON, New Haven, Connecticut, 
February 22, 191$. 

DETAILS: Mrs. LEONARD BACON, Peacedale, Rhode Island, stated that her 

husband, LEONARD BACON, is presently residing at 22$ East 7ltth 
Street, New York City, and is employed as a civilian employee 
with Amy Intelligence in New York City. 

For the information of the New York Field Division, subject was 
born in Hailey, Idaho, October 30, I88f>. He lived in England 
from 1911 to 1920} in France from 1920 to 192b} and in Italy, 
principally at Rap alio, from 192k to date. Since December, 19bl, 

Dr. FOUND has been broadcasting to America over the Rone radio as 
a propagandist. 

It should be noted that Professor IRVING FISHER, lj05 Temple Street, 
Professor of Political Economy, Yale University, was interviewed on 
February 20, 19b3 by Special Agent ROYCE B. THOMPSON of the New 
Haven Field Division, stated that his nephew, LEONARD BACON, a poet, 
residing at Peacedale, Rhode Island, might possibly be able to 
furnish some information concerning subject. 
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TfE W- YC!tK FILED OI7TOIC.ii 


ax :::,. xcuk orr-x, bi-< yoek 


will interview E^CTllutO DACO.', 22o Fast ylj.O’a Street, to dateiffiiho 
iX lie can identity ouoject's voice Xroa a recorded trarscripiicn, 
cm place hir: la Italy teiorc or alter the cutbroal: o£ vxr and cry 
background date. 

Inasmuch ca tbo Duroau. dee ires this case he f;iven immediate cad 
continuous invostiectivo attention, it is requested that this lead 
bo handled expeditiously* 
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100 Milk Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
March 3, 1943 




Mr. James J. Angleton 
150 East 50th Street 
New York, N. Y. 


Dear Sir: 


Unclosed herewith are- the two photo¬ 
graphs of Dr. Ezra Pound which you obligingly 
gave to Special Agent Johnson of this office. 

Please he assured of my appreciation 
of your co-operation in thia matter. 

Very truly yours. 


CARL S. H3NRRICH 
Special Agent in Charge 


Enclosures 

HJ:M*CC v,/* 
61-813 — iY 
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SAC, Washington June 12, 1945 

John Edgar Hoover - Streeter, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

E&RA FOUND ' ' : 

TKESS0N . 

Snslosed for jour office and the other of fices receiving 
oo pie a of this letter are pfeoteei&ilc copies of a memorandum dated 
June 6, 1945* from the Criminal Division of the Department requesting 
certain additional investigation of the captioned case. 

from an examination of the Criminal Division's memorandum 
it la noted that the greater portion of the investigation requested 
will be conducted by jour offide although the investigation requested 
in the first paragraph on page five is to be handled toy the Denver 
Office. The. Boston Office should ccsaply with the request set forth 
in the last paragraph on page five and the last paragraph on page six. 

The first two paragraphs on page six and the first paragraph on page 
seven contain requests that &ould be complied with fcj the New 
York Office, 

Found is being held at the presmat time by the American 
Army in Italy pending the completion of our investigation of his 
treasonous activities • The Department desires to return him to 
this country for trial in the mar future. For this reason it is 
imperative that the investigation requested of your office mid 
the other offices receiving copies of this letter be handled 
immediately. 


.Enclosure 

CC t New York - Enclosure 



DIRECTOR, TEH 6/l6/U$ 

SAC BOSK# 

EZRA POUND 
TREASON 


Reference Is sad* to your latter dated June 12, 2$h$ In the above setter 
which contained specific request from the Criminal Division of the Department 
in this Field Division* 

Special Agent F. J. UC CARTHT, Jr*, was advised by LAWRENCE L. WISLHIP, 
Managing Editor of the Boston Globe, that OTTO ZAU8SER is presently with 
the Office of Ear Information at London, England. Hia sail addreaa ia 
in care of OWI, APO 1&3, care of Postmaster, Sew fork City. ; 

The recordings of title speeches of the subject made by the Globe listening 
Post, have been in the custody of OTTO ZAOSMER, With the assistance of 
CHARLES MERRILL, City Editor, and EVELINE DIENES, a search was sade of 
ZAUSKER** effects at hie hose, Mason Street, Brookline, which produced 
two records bearing captions indicating that they contained talks by 
EZRA FOUND, One of these is dated October 2, 191*1, the other September 
19 , 191 * 2 . 

These recordings were played back, and the October- 2, 19l*l recording 
contains a fragmentary speech by EZRA POUND which is generally critical 
of Britain, Churchill, and Bore Belt aha. This also contains ridicule of 
the Russian War effort, and is praiseful of the Germans. This record 
does not contain either the beginning or the ending of the broadcast. 

The other recording was of a speech mads September 19, 19l*2, and opens 
with "This is EZRA FOUND speaking from Rome." In this speech the subject 
comments on the dishonesty of British Broadcasting Company, and the American 
Press, and states that while the United States Constitution gives Congress 
the power to control the money* Congress has been inadequate and has failed 
to do this; that the National Legislature has been corrupt since 1863} that 
the alternatives in America were F seism or national roney controlled by 
Coiairamist administration} that honesty is the last thing the words "Roosevelt" 
and "Churchill" mean. He states that the Nasi and Fascist movement is of 
more Interest to him than' to the Italians and Germans. The end of thie 
broadcast is not recorded. . 

Enclosed herewith please find two records which were made at the Boston 
Field Division from the original recordings. Each of these records contains 
a sound identification* 


These records ere being formjdad for the convenience of the Bureau 
and the Departasnt* 

Kr. TfUfSBIP has agreed' that the original records msy be used whenever 
.the Department dssires to have thee* They .were returned to Mr, Vdnship. 

It is suggested that OTTO 2AUfS££ft be contacted through London sources 
of the Bureau in an effort to ascertain hie desirability as a witness 
in this case* He should also be interviewed as to whether or not he has 
ttsde any other recordings, and if so ascertain where they may bo located* 


,0 

FWtGm )$f : ■ 

61-2X3 . . 

(Record* by registered rail) 






Slr»*&$r» FBI 
SAC, Soatoa 


S/B/45 


Hr. SZB* PQSRB 
mASCH 

Roforoaoo i« aado to tk* report o f Spool al Afoat J. RAINS PABBESS 
at Bukijyt«Sy D* C.* detect July 4945 la ohlefa a lead was oat furtb 
for th« Boston Field Ditialoa. 

X a* forwarding to tho Bol^Moro Field Divioioa a oopy of *j Xettor 
to yoa, dated Jwm. 16, 1945# ohieii ©oror* the itea sot out in this 
report*. 


Thia easo vill oev ho eenaliSerod Referred Upon Completion to the 
Offie* of Origis., 
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A report on the poet’s life . . . 
together with samples of his work . . . ex¬ 
cerpts from his broadcasts over the Rome 
\ radio . . . and comments by noted writers. 
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_ Compiled and edited by Charles Norman „ 

Copyright, 1945, by TK* Newipaper PM, tac- 

Wlien Charles' Norman enlisted in the Army in 1942, he way a member of the staff of Picture 
News and die author of a number of books of poetry, among them Poem\ W2Q, The Bright 
World and The Saoage Century. As an infantryman in Southern training camps, he won 
commendation for his anti-fascist lectures, and way sent to The Infantry School at Fort 
Be wing, Ga,, from which he was graduated ay a second lieutenant. He became chief of 
military training for die Northwest Service Command (which built the Alaska Highway), 
A new collection of his poetry, A Soldiers Diary, was published fot rear, L'puix lus recent 
discharge, he returned to Picture News, 


O x July 26, I943 ? Ezra Pound. Amer¬ 
ican poet and expatriate, was 
indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in 
Washington as a traitor for broadcast¬ 
ing enemy propaganda over the Rome 
radio. Last Sunday he was town back 
from Italy and placed in the District of 
Columbia jail to await trial. 

The circumstances surrounding the 
case of Ezra Pound are unique in the 
history of the United States, which has 
had few traitors* and may be unique 
in the history of the world (although 
the case of the Italian poet Dante may 
be said to provide a parallel, for after 
his exile from Florence* Dante excori¬ 
ated the Florentines and gave aid and 
comfort to the enemies of that city T s 
ruling party), 

' There are those who believe that a 
; man with the gifts of Pound should be 
i held responsible for acts inimical to the 
* welfare of his country, and if found 
guiltv, punished as would any other 


individual who was not an artist. 
Against that view of Pound's predica¬ 
ment is posed another, particularly by 
artists, who say: a country goes to war 
to preserve its way of life and its cul¬ 
ture. Ezra Pound’s work is a part of 
American literature, a part of its cul¬ 
ture, He will be read whether he is 
punished or not; perhaps he will be 
read even more if he is punished. 

An attempt has been made here to 
present the two sides of Pound — Pound 
the poet and Pound the Axis propa¬ 
gandist, Involved in his case is the prob¬ 
lem of the relationship between the 
artist and society. Pound cannot, per¬ 
haps* be understood without a knowl¬ 
edge of the misunderstandings between 
him and the country of his birth. 

Also involved is an issue which may 
transcend'Pound's case in importance^ 
This issue is presented in the section 
dealing with the suppressed poems o\ 
Ezra Pound. 
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Pmi nrTs early life: he turns 
his back on the United States 


Ezra Loomis Pound was bom Oct. 30, 
1885, in a pioneer shack in Hailey, Idaho. 
11 is father was a minor official of the gov¬ 
ernment land office there. While the coun¬ 
try's major push was still westward. Pound 
at 15 began the first of his migrations east¬ 
ward. They were to take him physically 
halfway around the world and spiritually 
still further to a kinship with Chinas poets 
and teachers, whom he first revered and 
then translated. 

lie entered the University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, where he read enormously and 
studied comparative literal lire; moved on 
lo Hamilton College, still reading, sir'll 
sltidvjiig. and storing his mind with bright 
Hashes of imagery and erudition: anti re¬ 
turned to the University of Fenmvhama to 
teach, Once he wont haeh briefly to the 
West, as a teacher in Wabash College, 
hut was dismissed alter four months* Of 
this dismissal Pound noted that “all no 
cos at inns' (of being loo European and im- 
ooi u ent ionaH were "'ultimately refuted 
saw that of being the Udin Quavlri 
t\pe.‘ 

With tins incident, academic circles 
were closed to him. and he fumed his 
hack on the United Stales, The accusation 
of being a “Latin Quarter type" shortly 
yy as justified* His brick red heard, sharp 
ennd to a point that was, half-professorial, 
half-mandarin: his Byvonie collars, tloyy 
iog hair and flowing cape, soon Invame 
familiar in the Bohemian quarters of 1’u 
rope. He took with him the idea for a 
new poem: 

I he thought of what America would he 
like 

H the Classics had a wide eireohitiou 
Troubles my sleep, * . 

In London and Paris 

At 23 he was in London. How well he 
was writing at this time may be seen in his 
y illume of poems entitled FcrsorufC, pub¬ 
lished there in 1909, and containing some 
of his greatest work. Edward Thomas, 
English poet and critic, wrote of Vcrsom m; 
The beauty of it is the beauty of passion, 
sincerity and intensity, not of beautiful 
words and images and suggestions,” It took 
great discernment to sec this so early: but 
it took greater vision to w rite as Pound 
did in the shadow of the Victorian era. 

Of this volume there is told the- following 
story. The publisher who received the 
manuscript invited Pound to his office. 


praised the poems, intimated he was in¬ 
terested in bringing them out, but sug¬ 
gested that the author should defray part 
of the expenses. Pound heartily agreed 
and said he would give half his available 
funds. He placed a shilling on the pub' 
fishers desk. 

From London, Found went to Paris. In 
the years after the first World War he was 
a noted and glamorous figure to young 
Americans imbibing French wines and 
French culture jo the chief cultural cen¬ 
ter of the western world. It was the bright 
era of James Joyce, Cert rude Stein, Ernest 
Homingwav -and Ezra Pound, all of them 
in Paris, all of them producing great and 
controversial works whose impress is still 
to he seen in contemporary writing. One 
night. Pound, ihr noted poet, was in¬ 
vited to dinner at the home of Wanda 
Landowska, harpsichordist and one of the 
great concert nitists nl out time, At the 
dixir, when he yy as leaving, Madame Lan- 
doyy ska said: 

'"Mr, Pound, 1 hear you haw written a 
book. Will you send it to nir?' 1 

"'Madame, 11 replied Pound, “l have writ¬ 
ten 20 hooks." 

“Mr. Pound,* 1 said his hostess, “will you 
send f heni to me? ‘ Mr. Pound graciously 
did. 

His work 

It was line: by the age of 10 ho had 
written*£0 htHiks; todav a bibliography 
oi his work would fill a page. Beginning 
yyilh /Vrsmme. then* had lolloyved a stream 
of \ohimos of poetry and prose original 
compositions: translations from the French, 
the Chinese lone appears on p. 15), and 
finally a work still under way entitled 
On if os. published in instalments, which 
Pound regards as his chief work, hot which 
is not so regarded by many others. In the 
CtittUw is to he found a compose of 
erudition, myriad '(notations from half a 
do/co languages and literatures, a per¬ 
sistent anti-Semitism, and a miming, 
episodic, sometimes futuristic 1 treatise on 
economics, which is nevertheless often 
beautiful: 

With usury h as no man a good bouse 
Made of Stone, no paradise on his church 
wall 

With usury the stone cutter is kept from 
his stone 

The weaver is kept from his loom. . . . 

Thus, year after year, since t he 
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ance of Personae , Pound has brou ght for th 
a body or file rati ire without parallel in? 
time, a mass of work which has inspi* ^ 
odier writers and helped to shape their 
styies; and-he did this without much en¬ 
couragement from critics in the United 
States and on an income which few would 
have been content to struggle with. 

' fie also found the time and energy to 
help other artists, fie championed the 
American composer, George Antheil, in 
Paris, got him a concert hall, saw the 
performance of Anthcil’s Ballet Mecanique 
crowned with success despite organized 
rowdyism and fanatic opposition (no one 
who attended will ever forget the drama 
of the performance— the cries and catcalls, 
the opening of umbrellas against the rush 
of air from an airplane propeller on the 
Stage, the efforts of Pound to cry down 
the opposition, and in the background, 
solemn and listening intently, the great 
figure of Joyce); and finally wrote a book, 
Antheil ana The Treatise on Harmony, 
to find the composer a greater audience. 
He also wrote a book about a great but 
still obscure young sculptor. Gaudier 
Brzeska, killed in the first World War 
Even in his anti-Semitism, Pound is not 
easy to characterize or pin down; witness 
his translations and praise of Heine, and 
his life-long efforts to find an audience 
and □ publisher for the poet Louis Zukob 
sky, to whom Pound dedicated his Cul¬ 
ture, 

Helped our poetry renaissance 

Throughout his long and controver¬ 
sial career, now gathering to a dramatic 
climax, he discovered or ballyhooed the 
work of men who have since become re¬ 
nowned, some of them crowned with the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, such as the 
Irish poet, William Butler Yeats, and the 
Bengal poet,. .Rabindranath Tagore* And 
he brought to the budding poetry renais- 
sance in the United States the impact and 
inspiration of his technique and ideas. 
This part of his story is best told by the j 
late Harriet Monroe, founder and first edi¬ 
tor of Poetry. A Magazine of Verse, which 
became the center oi the poetic movement 
in the United States* In her autobiography, 
A Poet's Life (Macmillan, 1938, $5), she 
wrote: 

"The most dynamic and stimulating ol 
our early correspondents was . * * the young 
American Ezra Pound, whose early small 
books, Personae and Exultations, I had 
read with delight. . . . Writing to him as 
to others in August, 1912, and inclosing 
as usual the circular [the prospectus of the . 
magazine] I confessed my admiration of j 
his poems, and asked with special emphasis ) 
his co-operation. I quote in full his answer, 
whose arrival made the first of September 
an exciting day. The reader should re¬ 
member that the name of Ezra Pound was. 
then largely unrecognized in his native 
country, and very little known anywhere. 
His letter spoke with a fresh voice, and 
promised inestimable values to the maga- 


Found, fo Harriet Monroe 

" T am interested, and your scheme^ as 
far as I understand it, seems not only 
sound, but the only possible method, 
There js no other magazine in Ameriea 
which is not an insult to the serious artist 
and to the dignity of his art. 

“ ‘But? Can you teach the American 
poet that poetry is an art f an art with a 
technique, with media—an art that must 
be in constant flux, a constant change of 
manner, if it is to live* Can you teach him 
that it is not a pentametric echo of the 
sociological dogma printed in last year's 
magazines? Maybe. Anyhow you have 
work before you. 

“ T may be myopic, but during my last 
tortured visit to America I found no writer 
and but one reviewer who had any worthy 
conception of poetry, The Art. However 
I need not bore you with jeremiads. , . 

* ‘ Quant a moi: II you conceive verse 
as a living medium, on a par with paint, 
marble, and music, you may announce, if 
it's any good to you, that for the present 
such of my work as appears in America 
{barring my own books) will appear ex* 
elusively in your magazine. I think you 
might easily get all the serious artists to 
boycott the rest of the press entirely*^! 
canT send you much at the moment, fqr 
I 

my L Arnaut Daniel has gone to the pub¬ 
lisher, and the proofs of Ripostes are on 
my desk, and I've been working for three 
months on a prose book* Even the Ripostes 
is scarcely more than a notice that my 
translations and experiments have not en¬ 
tirely interrupted my compositions. . . 

^ "Are you for American poetry or for 
poetry? The latter is more important, but 
it is important that America should boost 
the former, provided it don't mean a blind¬ 
ness to the art. The glory of any nation is 
to produce art that can be exported with¬ 
out disgrace to its origin* 

“T ask because if you do want poetry 
from other sources than America I may be 
able to be of use. I don't think it T s any of 
the artist's business to see whether or no he 
circulates, but I was nevertheless tempted, 
on the verge of starting a quarterly, and 
it's a great relief to know that your paper 
may manage what I had, without financial 
strength, been about to attempt rather 
forlornly, . * 

" T send you all that I have on my desk 
—an over-elaborate post-Browning “Imag- 
iste” affair and a note on the Whistler ex¬ 
hibit* 1 count him our only great artist, and 
even this informal salute, drastic as it is, 
may not be out of place at the threshold 
of what I hope is an endeavor to carry into 
our American poetry the same sort of life 
and intensity which he infused into modem 
Aiinting. ^ ^ 

l " 'Sincerely yours, 

I “ 'Ezra Pound 

j" ‘PS. Any agonizing that tends to hurry 
what I believe in the end to be inevitable, 


v 



POUND at 38 poses in the garden of (bis 
studio in Paris, Sept* 4,1923* 
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oijr American Ris’mgimcntn, is dear to me. 
That awakening will make the Italian 
Renaissance look like a tempest in a tea¬ 
pot! The force we have, anti the impulse, 
hni the guiding sense, the discrimination in 
applying the loiX‘ 1 1 , we must wait and strive 
for,’ 

"I sent Pound an enthusiastic answer, 
asking him i<> represent Poetry abroad as 
foreign correspondent, and to send us his 
poems and prose articles and such British 
ctiiitiihulions as he approved of. On Sep¬ 
tember 21st he wrote accepting the imsah 
a t ied job: 

'* 'All light, you can put me down as 
'foreign correspondent" or foreign editor 
if yon like, and (jay me whatever or when¬ 
ever is convenient, if I were in the trade 
for the cash to be gotten from it, 1 should 
have quit some time ago. There is rather a 
fine saying of Browning's which is not so 
well known as it might be: * Money! If 
Pd made matches with my hands I'd have 
made more out of it." * , . 

'He promised to send ‘some of young 
Aldington's stuff" as soon as he could get 
permission, and offered l£> secure foreign 
exchanges, continuing: 

" ‘As touching Boston and New York— 
ii their press is too much amused by Chi¬ 
cago's having a poetry magazine, you 
might send me some or the Clippings and 
perhaps 1 can riposte on them from a less 
expected quarter, . 

“A few days later 1 was still further 
elated. His third letter in September, 1912, 
said: 

'* Tve just written to Yea is. It s rather 
bird to get anything out of lum by mail 
aid he won't lie back in London until No¬ 
vember. Still Tve done what l can, and 

it s the first favor or about the first that 
1 ve asked for three years I may get some¬ 


thing—'to set the tone/ 

" Akn i'll try hi get some of tlflr pflmTS 
of the very great Bengali poet Rabin¬ 
dranath Tagore. They are going to be the 
sensation of the Winter. H 

“With u Ion*ih lettej-of October 9th — 
Pound sent the poems hy Richard Alding¬ 
ton. . , Another October letter was very 
exerting and imperative, ft began: 

" This is The Set top. Reserve space m 
The next number fur Tagore. , . . He has 
sung Bengal into a nation, and his English 
version ol bis poems is very wonder! id. 
Yeats is doing the introduction, . / 

T could go on for many pages with 
Pound's early letters. They were a tonic 
and an inspiration, for at that lime, as I 
firmly believe, he was the best critic living, 
at least In our specialty, and his acid touch 
on we: ik spots was as fearsomclv enlighten¬ 
ing as a chine. \ . 

'Born to be a great teacher' 

“Thus began the rather violent, but on 
the whole salutary, discipline under the 
lash of which the editor of the new maga¬ 
zine felt herself being rapidly educated, 
while all Incrustations of habit and preju¬ 
dice were ruthlessly swept away. Ezra 
Found was bom to l>e a great teacher. The 
American universities which, at this time 
of his developing strength, failed, one 
and all, to install him as the head of an 
English department, missed a dynamic in¬ 
fluence which would have been felt wher¬ 
ever English writing is taught. It is not 
entirely his Fault if ne has become some¬ 
what embittered and has spent upon 
trivial quarrels and temperamental exag¬ 
gerations the energy which should hate 
gone into important progressive work. Tte 
power which would have been stimulating 
ruts become explosive* . * 
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The-poet takes up economics and 
compares Mussolini with Jefferson 


From Paris, Pound in the middle 20s 
went to RapalJo, Italy, where he lived in 
renowned seclusion, a poet and scholar 
out of touch with the world, hugging to 
his bosom medieval manuscripts and mod¬ 
ern economic theories over which he 
cogitated. It was during the regime of 
Benito Mussolini. Writing to friends in 
England and the United States, he dated 
his letters fascist style. 

His letters began to be disturbing to 
some of his friends and his books began 
to be disturbing to people who, whether 
or not they were his friends f were not 
the friends of fascism. There came out 
of Rapalio a little book, first published 
in England s entitled Ezra Pound’s ABC 
of Economics . A reader might read it 
and put it down feeling that neither he 
nor Pound was quite clear about the sub¬ 
ject; but no reader who read it to the 
end could put it down without realizing 
that Pound had hitched his star to Mus¬ 
solini's wagon. A postcript to the book 
is signed E, P. Feb. 12 , anno XI dell* era 
Eascista— is, February 12, which is 
Lincoln's Birthday, in the 11th year of 
the fascist era, which was 1933), 

He fell for a gag 

Pound's economic theories stem from 
the social credit program of Maj. C. H. 
Douglas of Canada, In Pound, the Doug¬ 
las idea is both simplified and complicated 
(leading Pound on economies, one some¬ 
times has the feeling that he is learning 
more about art, culture and Found than 
he is about economics). Said Pound in his 
ABC: 

'‘There are four elements; and it is use¬ 
less trying to function with three: 

‘*1* The product, 

"2, The want. 

“3. The means of transport. 

“4. AND the certificates of value, pref¬ 
erably legal tender and 'general,* in the 
sense that they should be good for wheat, 
iron, lumber, dress goods, or whatever 
the heart and stomach desire, . . 

"'The brains of the nation or group to be 
used in discerning WHAT work is most 
needful, what work is less necessary mid 
wb at, TsLjl& sirable even though not strictly 
necessary.’* 


Thus Pound on economics. 

In the 13th year of the fascist era, Pound 
came forth with a book entitled Jefferson 
and/or Mussolini. It began: "The funda¬ 
mental likenesses between these two men 
are probably greater than their differences/* 
In justice to Pound, it should be recalled 
that there were many in the United States 
at that particular time who were ready 
to believe this. Pound was one of those 
who fell, alas, for the gag about the trains 
running on time. 

Pound as a flatterer is something else 
again: “The man least likely, I mean the 
man in all Europe or in all America least 
likely, to bo surprised at my opening 
proposition is Benito Mussolini himself/* 
But it must have surprised a couple of 
other guys particularly when Pound went 
on to say “Jefferson one genius and 
Mussolini is another.” Even for a guest 
in another man’s house, this was laying it 
on thick. But Pound laid it on even 
thicker: “X don't believe any estimate of 
Mussolini will be valid unless it starts from 
his passion for construction. Treat him 
as artifex [maker] and all the details fall 
into place. Take him as anything save 
the artist and you will get muddled with 
contradictions/ 

Pound also was becoming muddled. 
Even his most fervent admirers saw a 
disintegration in his thought-processes and 
style. Example: “The fascist revolution 
svas FOR the preservation of certain 
liberties and FOR the maintenance of a 
certain level of culture, certain standards 
of living, it was NOT a refusal to come 
down to a level of riches or poverty, but 
a refusal to surrender certain immaterial 
prerogatives, a refusal to surrender a groat 
slice of the cultural heritage/ 3 The Real 
sentence in Jefferson and/or Mussolini is: 
'‘Towards which I assert again my own 
firm belief that the Duce will stand not 
with despots and lovers of power but with 
the lovers of 

ORDER.” 

His book appeared in the year of the 
fascist invasion of Ethiopia and a year be¬ 
fore the fascist invasion of Spain. 

To the United States in 1939, on his 

Continued on next page -3 
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continued 


Pound 




hiM \ Uu in a quarter century to the htia 
ut Ids birth, ^Himl brought his enthusiasm 
hu fascism. his theories on economies, and 
his .mli SemUism. lie n;is itol a welcome 
h tends o! j UlVtime s.1 hi t their doms 

OH him IH tln v mus! charitable 

V ir U \s ,t^ that he Was a sick man. .U It 

party iit Bud on .i banker, who was one of 
the guesh. listened ia Founds Vvonomu 
theoi iev loi a solid tw o I nun s, staring 
hhmkh ol the wall; his opinion was never 
asked ho was being told. In response to a 
rt'ipitM hu inlonuutiuu from die editors of 
Turtilitlh ('i'ntanj Ant hors, A Bio£r(tphh 
Cdt f^ietunamj. Fotmd wrote: When %\ 


urrlet merits mention in a work of refer¬ 
ence UU work IS UK autobiography, it is 
ins livshpersim record. Rut instead of i L C- 
lei ring to his poems and other literary 
eximpositimo, be submitted, as being more 
rrpH'k'itt.iUvo of him. ;t diatrilie on ecu- 
m Mines, rhietlv about the great ami das- 
budh helnnal ol the American people 
ami the American system, bv the trick 
danse. and the bank AH of February 25, 
IN&V which was probaWy news to took 
readers of Tterntieth Vntlonf AtdhoA 
Pound returned to Rapdlo, frustrates* 
politically. as he had outlier been fnt&trutf 
od artistically. 


i 


„ow Pound, over the Rome radio, 
broadcast the Axis line to the tJ. S. A. 


t WIh'n « ar emit', it was no surprise to 
won*' who knew him that he was Iciih 
y hh \nrre. his erudition, and Ins bilttfi - 
ntw igamst the United States, to fort Ian 
Italy > w ,u effort. ? 

\SXOV\Vi'A\: flame Radio . , , 
iolhitetm* the tradition of Italian ho$- 
|u7 id tin . , hitA offered Dt\ Ezfitt 
fbinn/ fiie use of the microphone 
tit Hi* a inch, if is i oulerstood that 
ho u tU not he asked to xtiy anything 
tchtifsOi ce, that goes agains't hit, com 
xaemr, at f t u ijt long it worn) nit tide 1 tit ft 
ht\ dutic\ a* f t citizen of the £ . S, A. 

% dh.it was the mlmrfucfimi to Pound's 
i>r»l.i.l* irt> alter the United States had 
* v'd fhc war ;lit' had been hmudiMst- 
h*j diuv January, If)41. ceased for a few 
w,vW at lei Pearl Harbor, ami resumed in 
j.mretrA . 1442 h 1 fere arc excerpts from 
some el hi* talks; 

I ax. 29, 2912 
The l uited States has been for 
mouths and i!legally at war through 
* what t eonsider to be the criminal 
.n % U a President whose mental con- 
difktu was not, so far as I could see. 
ail that wndd or should be desired of 
a man in so responsible a position 
iH aifuv. 


Feb. 1942 

[ Y tin nn 1 a( war ft>r the (iuriubtt <>£ 

‘ the |ilv«Mirr> Yon are at 

j Hitr fW the dttrnlitm uf Jitpim's pleas¬ 
ure. .\inhhi(S' iii the Western *urld, 
iiMkiiif; in the wludc of our <»eeiile«l 

rim help you dodge that, N<>1 litug 
can help Mitt dodge it * 

Atm. IC, 1942 
For the United Stales to la" mak¬ 
ing w ar t>n Italy and on Europe is just 
plain damn nonsense, and every mt- 
? e hom American of American stock 

kAow s that it is plain dow might damn 
nAnsense. And lor this stale of things 
I'rankliii Ht>ases e\l is more than any 
tillirt one man responsible. 

Aim. 23, lf>42 
I dsh whether the .spirit of 76 
K lulperl b\ a-floodin' the lower ranks 
dJ the X.t\} with loadge-sweepins; 
wheOie* war is won b> mercanliltst 
ethics and. in auv t ase, w bother men 
like and S turnon and Mor- 

geutluu can be expected to fib the 
heart ot south with martial ardor 
and the spirit *>f saciiheo. 


:T V iILY 

rh IL 1,1 Hi 


Miiv 19, 1942 

■» i i * ■ * * » ; i i " 

Tin' iifSt pt-aee will uni lie liftsul oir 
in,t<'rt^aih»tti\l h'mlittg. itajd Fn* 1 

ori 4 '. Ttii- oexi peare will n»n be based 
mi mirrnafionid lending, and England 
cfrlHtidy wilt have itolhiug whnti'Vcr 
to ,i my ubemt wksl it* terms mre* 
Kcither, 1 think* will stmplr-h^aried 
^Idltri, not whyllt Irn.'ti'd by I he 
kikery which is his imtwtor. 


May 26, 1942 
Evtjry hum that yon go on with 
this war is an hour losl to you and 
your children. And every sane act 
you commit is committed in homage 
let Mussolini and Hitler. Every re¬ 
form, every lurch toward the \mt 

price, hnvaid tho eontml of a murket 

is au ad of huim*g< 1 to Mussolini and 
Ifith-i, Thev are yoov leaders how- 
evei liiiicb you think von arc con¬ 
ducted \>v Koosinelt or told by 
Churchill," You follow Mussolini and 
Hitler in every constructive act of your 


government. 


May 31, J94t 
nav 


The melting not in America mair 
ve been a noble experiment, though 
teiv much doubt it. At any rato li 


J vsfi 28, 1942 
rYou rue not going to win tins war, 
Mpue of our best minds ever thought 
you could win U. \uu have newer 
Wei a tbailee in lids war* 

Jul> 20, 19*2 1 

You itiishc rKil U* he ut war itjE«io"t 
Ktu U. >ou ou^Eu not to he 
i‘UT h:iM l ^iveu ilk sliithte'vl or n»wt 
ptviivnur aitl Ui an? or n»lh*i* ct** 

hi witpiiijc v»ar ii(EaiiiHf lt;*Iy* bni 
rl for tin* ^ke t^f a f^l"*' 
it ret * it ii (an v > >’ >i enir 

Here is a longer sampling 

jvi.s 22, .1912 

"Kuiopc calling , , . liAtA Round speak- 
btg* t . 

-*1 bear that my views are shared, most 
ni them, by a large number ul my com- 
jiat riots, so it would seem, i>r i nay be au 
ineicasing number nt my compatriots And 
there is a conduit mg thought on a warm 
das in a hoc climate. 1 should hate to 
think that all America had gone haywire, 
l should hW to [cel thut the American 
race in North America, in the North Ameri¬ 
can continent, had some wish toward^ 
Minival That they wanted there to be 
w United States of tomorrow . . . 

<*lf* * t>u Ion li^en fvd cm 
for 20 yo\i ha%r hern fnl on Re*** 

dud 1 don't maybe* And Mr, 

Kqidrtu* «nd Mr* Slimr arc still feed- 
iiijt it to you rijtht over tlir RIK- rJidio* | 
stud er> otii' of th** Jew radio*- of \ 
Srhoiwctady, New York nod BoMou— ] 
and Boston was once ao American J 
eit* ; dial was when il wus about the 
mtTT Y'Tta pa l Jo. * * * 



*'And how much liberty haw. ym 1 ^t. 
an \ huu? jftid as to the arsenal—fire i 
the arsenal ol democracy or of judeocr&v/? 
And who rules your rulers? Where does 
public responsibility end and what races 
can mix in America without min of the 
'American stock, the American brain? Who 
is organ ized ? W hat say ha vc you in the 
c 1 1 oi ce of your rule is? ^' 1 t&X con trol of 
their policy? And who does own most 
of your press and your radio? E, P, asking 
vou. . . 

On May 4, 1945, while the Ameri¬ 
cans, the British and the French were 
driving close to the Axis strongholds of 
Tunis and Bizerte, in North Africa, Pound 
asked America; 

What are tjou doing in the war at 
ally W/iflf are you thine, in Africa? 
Who amongst you has the nerve or 
the sense to do something that would 
conduce? to getting you out of it be¬ 
fore you are mortgaged up to the 
neck and over if? Every day of war 
U a dead day an wed an a death dap. 
More death, more future servihtt e , 
Jew and lens of American liberty ?/ 
\*any variety. ... 

Pound's broadcasts occasioned a notable 



CUMMINGS, poet and painter, bi 
i. .. f-c 3 * the rift 


me iAri SHAPIRO, 


-i_ \r r 




statement hy Foetry 3 the magazine Har* 
riih Monroe had founded. Thirty year! 
arter the events related by Miss Monro® 
iur her autobiography, quoted earlier ilp 
this account, the following editorial by 
Eunice Tietjens, a member of Poetry's ad¬ 
visory committee, appeared in the issue 
of April, 1942, under the heading, The 
hud of Ezra Found: 

‘The time has come to put a formal 
end to the countenancing of Ezra Pound. 
For a number of years, at the beginning of 
the magazine, he was associated with 
Poetry, and the association was valuable 
on both sides. Then he quarreled with 
ns, as he has quarreled with everyone, 
yet continued to use the magazine as an 
outlet lor the publication of his Cantos 
and other poems. Now, so far as we and 
the rest of the Englisi v -speaking world of 
letters are concerned, he has effectively f 
written finis to his long career as inspired j 
enfant terrible, 

■fPoetrtj has forgiven Ezra much through- ! 
out the latter years because of his great ? 
service to the art of poetry in English 
during his youth. . . 

“But now the sftuation has changed; 
now we are are at war; now the broad¬ 
casts. which he continues to make, have 
become the deliberate attempts to under¬ 
mine the country of his birth through en¬ 
emy propaganda. i 

1 **Thut it should be one of the poets wlio 
thus playing Lord Haw-Haw, no rrnt- 
how ineffectually, seems to cast a flur 
the whole craft. In the name of Amer¬ 
ican poetry, and of all who practise the 


r f> I ... 

■■llu 



iLLIAM CARLOS WILLIAMS, poet aifd p i MATTHSESSEN is a professor offlit 
P of Rutherford, N. J., is another of ' ( ^ nT , ul( j history at Harvard Uimjcr 
e modem ''greats” .with a following. | s - ty , U1£ | ^ .distinguished critic, author 
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art, m harp e that this is the end of Ezra 
Pound.” 

Unfortunately—or fortum /'-poets do 

not "‘end." 

After his arrest. May 5, 1946, near 

Genoa, Italy. Pound declared: ‘'If 1 ain’t 
worth more alive than dead, that's that. 
■If a man isn't willing to take some risk 


for his opinions, either his opinions are 

no good or he’s no good," " —- 

Such is the man over wk , literary 
squabbles have raged for 40 yeans, and 
who, with the alarums of those battles 
sounding far oft and long ago, must turn, 
at 60, to face the judgment of a jury ol 
his fellow citizens. --- 


Poets and critics size up Pound 
as . an . .artist and as a man- 


,As ihe time of Pounds trial drew 
n^ar. f asked a number of distinguished 
nj-ots and critics to state their views* of 
hj> work and influence. In fairness to jail, 
it-shnuld he pointed out that the cxcefpts 
from Round# broadcasts were not seen! by 
them. Then statements follow; 

E. E. CUMMINGS: 

Pc Ezra Pound—poetry happens to be 
an urt;;md artists happen to be human 
beings. 

An artist doesn't live In some geographi¬ 
cal abstraction, superimposed on a part 
of this beautiful earth by the nonimagina¬ 
tion of unanimals and dedicated to the 
proposition (Fiat massacre is a social virtue 
because murder is an individual vice. Nor 
does an artist live in some soi-disant 
world, nor does he live in some socalled 
universe, nor does he live in any number 
of "worlds" or in any number of “uni¬ 
verses”. As for a few trifling delusions 
like the “past" and “present” and “future" 
of quote mankind unquote, they may be 
big enough for a couple of billion super- 
mechanized submorons but they're much 
too small tor one human being. 

Every artist's strictly illimitable coun¬ 
try h himself. 

An artist who plays that country false 
has committed suicideiand even a goiil 
h|wyei cannot kill the dead. But a humJn 
Ming who's true to himself—whoever hiib- 
sfJf may be-is im mortal ;and all t^e 
aiomic bombs of all the ant (artists in space- 
time will never civilize immortality. 


WILLIAM CARLOS WILLI AMS^ _ 

I L irutYc tv t ile about Ezra Pound with 
i any sort of composure. When I think 
r of the callousness of some of his letters 
during the last six or seven years, blithe 
comments touching “fresh meat on the 
! Russian steppes” or the war in Spain as 
being of "no more importance than the 
draining of some mosquito swamp in 
deepest Africa," “Hitler the martyr” and 
all that—I want to forget that I ever knew 
him. His vicious anti-Semitism and much 
else have lowered him in my mind further 
than I ever thought it possible to lower 
a man whom I had once admired. But 
that isn’t the whole story, 

Somehow I am compelled to think of 
something I once heard about a poet dur¬ 
ing one of the former Mexican revohdforl'. 
This poor guy seeing the men with guns 
coming down the street shinnied up li 
telegraph pole—the only thing availabw 
to give him any elevation under the cir¬ 
cumstances. Tne troops seeing him up 
] there thought they might as well take a 
few pot-shots at him—anyhow it was in 
enemy territory. But at this the man up 
the polo started to veil, I'm a poet! I'm a 
? poet! The soldiers at that invited him 
down, gave him a drink and told him to 
go ahead, poetize for them. Maybe they 
sliot him later, I don> know. 

Ezra Puun d is uiut of the most tt>m- 
petent poets in our language, possessed 
of the most acute ear for metrical 
sequences, to the point of genius, that we 
have ever known. He is also, it must be 
confessed, the biggest damn fool and faker 
in the business. You can't allow yourself 
to be too serious about a person like Unit— 
and yet he is important He knows all 
this and plays on it to perfection. r 

One trait I always held against Ezjja 
was that bed never let you in on his per- 
ional affairs; dose as vve were for several 
ears when we were kids 1 just never 
new what he was up to. Tt didn't make 


really— m lUUlrfl iff e re nee but in uraJUt-was 
annoying. Never explain anJ ; lTung 1 was 
his motto. He carried it off well—and in 
his verse too, later. The purpose was to 
impress everyone about him with the pro¬ 
fundity of his wit. I know the answei 
now and it isn't flattering. Generally 
Speaking his head was fairly empty. 

But he always felt himself superior 
to anyone about him and could never brook 
a rival We accepted it on terms he little 
suspected, for after all he vs*as and re* 
mains, in his field, a genius. He just lived 
on a different plane from anyone else in 
the world, a higher plane! This gave him 
certain prerogatives* If he was your 
friend you just forgave it. We were 
friends, 

3 think this trait or whatever it was 


bred from—if not plain emptiness—is the 
thing that finally mined Ezra. He tried 
to make good and with better financial 
success in his field might have done so— 
but he was a lazy animal in many ways 
and couldn't be bothered. We bad n 
chronic argument going on between us, 
be and I, over which was the proper ob¬ 
jective for the writer, caviar or bread. I 
liek* out for bread, Ezra for caviar. This 
went on for years. Finally one day I got 
u letter from London saving: bread. 

But that was only a momentary aberra¬ 
tion on the part ot the gin mreatest p5cl 
drawing breath in our dav! And he meant 
it. That was no joke to Ezra fie really 
lived the poet as few of us had the nerve 
to live that exalted reality in our time. 
As always the details are best omitted, 
they were part of the aura. 

I remember one April morning in 1900 
we were passing a church in Kensington 
with a high, spiked iron fence around it. 
On the pavement before us lay a very 
much battered bunch of violets dropped 
no doubt by some child or lady. After a 
step or two Ezra stopped, turned back, 
raised the flowers with a great show from 
lheir neglected position and placed them 
honored upon the iron fence*tail. We 
mewed on, he insisting on being one step 
in advance of me as always, I remembu' 
my brother once in the same situatio \ 
turned and walked oJT in the opposite d - 
reetion. 
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SAXE COMMINS, Random House qdi pjiler and editor of the standard Modi 
tor. drops Pound as fascist. America n f Modern British Poetry , 



* 1 say these things because I can't help 
laying them—they are part of the Ezra 
Pound l knew, the man now in jeopardy 
df I' is life as a traitor to his country. Ezra 
iihvnys insisted, in the loudest terms, on 
the brilliance and profundity of his mind. 
He doesn't have a great mind and never 
did hut that doesn t make him any the 
less a good poet. Jlis stupidities coupled 
with his o\ erwveiling self esteem have 
brought him down—but to try to make a 
ciiiuiitid s§ him because of that is to lav 
ourselves open to the accusation of being 
moved bv uu ev en greater stupidity than 
lhat which v\e are lacing. There are plenty 
ot olheis iu his category with lav less 
talent. 

E/ia k one of a well recognized group 
ol Amn leans v\ ho can t take the demo- 
cialii': Aims ami stand up under it, very 
distinguished men most ot them who owe 
ihcir distinction largely to their American 
01 igins, Thcv tmc ihcir over-all genius, 
ot course, to their immediate ancestry, 
such 1 1 aits as appealed both iu William 
and t lem v James. Hut with the artist, 
and we arc speaking ot the artist in this 
case, the distinguishing genus of their 
characteristics has been definitely the en 
vh nmnciib f he tael ol their new world 
origins- from whieli they recoil. 

Pitiful to relate, revulsion is mvaviablv 
the type ol reaction they suller. No use 
to go into luithcr detail, it is common. 
And I tor one believe that had they re¬ 
mained nearer to the fountain winch gave 
them originally their power tu go abroad 
and develop ihcir traits, even in the case 
of Henry James-their work would have 
ifissinncd more impressive proportions. Noi 
tun I blind to the knowledge that had 
they not gone abroad, they might have 
fccrishod, 1 think they could have lived 
it out here somehow' Without jtycrish»ij& 
Let that pass. 


Ezra Pound the consummate poet taken 
tas any sort of menace to Afnerica when 
compared with some of the vicious minds 
lit large among us in. say for instance the 
Newspaper game, as well as other rackets 
which have the public ear, is sheer childish¬ 
ness. He just isn’t dangerous, they are. 

1 am not trying to minimize his crime,, 
it was a crime and he committed it wil- 
fullv. Put under the circumstances and 
knowing what goes on “in committee" 
and elsewhere ini' our magnificiently 
destined country—I don't think wo should 
lie too hard on him. I have thought, in 1 
spite of his infantile mental pattern, and 
still think-knowing what goes on about 
me every day as reported in the drivel of 
the press—that as a poet Ezra hud some 
sort of right to speak his mind, such as it 
had become, as he did. 

1 have to quality the above paragraph, 
however, by saying that I never heard a 
word that E/ru Pound broadcast during 
(the war from Italy, The only thing [ know 
[directly ulumt his broadcasts is a single 
^sentence, interring to myself, which one 
|of the tellers in our bank told my wife 


one morning more than a year ago. From 
Jhe quality of that 1 judge of the rest, dull 
[stuff. i 

When they lock the man up with Jdti 
and John and Henry and Mary and Dolores 
and Grace—I hope they will give him 
access to books, with paper enough, lor 
him to go on making translations for us 
from the classics such as we have never 
seen except at his hands in our language. 

It would be the greatest miscarriage 
of justice, human justice, to shoot him. 

KARL SHAPIRO: 

The Pound affair is neither very seri¬ 
ous nor very important. If there is any 
principle involved, I should like to know 
what it is. Pound thought fascism superior 
to democracy; lie claims to have read a 
lot of history but managed to back the 
wrong cause in the war. As a U. S. citi¬ 
zen he committed the crime of not re¬ 
versing Ins beliefs after Mussolini came 
to blows with Jefferson, I hope there 
are poets on the jury when Pound comes 
to trial; otherwise it is hopeless to imagine 
that Pounds occupation will have any 
bearing on the case. 


"" * If Pound were to be tried for his poetry 
he would come off very well indeed. The \ 
greatest poets of the age, from James j 
Joyce down, have acknowledged indebted- I 
j ness lo him. In early 20th century poehy ! 
; he will always stand as the strongest \w* 
fluence* despite the fact that lie is a hr 
jiHle-r -f o et ry te a c he r than p o e t, | 


PM DAILY 
PA IE M 


ijltie 
life ■ ijon- 

_ __ __I. [ 

all o£ tliem copies of the works of ®dginr j 
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——v •• ; —--^ pQr to j&tri ffifc eoce—bojl X would, 

k (i ^MA TTHlESSEN: - word \m$* f do hotr^ii^ve tij£i 

*/T:u considering die case oi: Ezra Pound] b% 

, one" nvdSti never forget Ids important rolel pnsonn^^t in^cell $urrooi deq, 
is\ the poetic rgbakisanoe of 30 years ago.I " A 
vThat importance may finally have con-* 

%fcted,more in his critical stimulus and in¬ 
stigation than in his own work, although 
he was hailed as a master craftoian by op ; 
tess than both Yeats and Eliot, Jo mis; 
country> Hfufte Mb&roe* the editor 01 ■ 
tVMtV) ttecteml that "it was due tow* to! 

Sara round than to any other person mat; 

^hn revolution* was oa, 1 * And when mat 
yevotetkm was still new. Can Sandburg 
&&h&: "He has done most of living men 
to ihcfte new impulses in poetry,” 

But Pound cannot be <nmsidered as a 
poet withdrawn from the world, like Emily 
mdktoson or Rtlhe, for instance. Fmm 
At familiar position of the Bohemian 
artist who felt it his duty to thumb his 
nose at the bourgeois, he advanced at the 
time of the depression to an active concern 
with economics and politics. He did not 
want to be r emvded as .an inespon^e. 
although his political tracts, snch as 
wn rtft? ^nr Muxsolii li, were a fantastic mix- 
jre ot social credit arid a literacy mto's 
Imiration for the efficiency' of the t sw 
falian state. 

He believed the control of nkmey to 
the central issue for any society, fltor he 
wanted hh views to prevail, ll>rOt\ghont 
rtv* lOWv he continued to bombard some 



nhevs of the U, S, Congress with 
on the monetary from 

John Adams and others, wh 
to have anticipated social 
declared more than once that 
Boren's stand on the Bank had made him \ 
one oi the greatest men in run history. 

The few people who read his economic 
tracts must have regarded him as a crack¬ 
pot. and he certainly had r>c influence Nor 
do 1 believe that Kis radio broadcasts be¬ 
fore and after our entry into the war, 
vicious as they were in their antisemitism, 
could hav* bad any ponderable force AS 
propaganda. Pound's way of conjuring 
up the international Jewish bankers as a 
scape-goat wac far too odd and literary. 
Never! holes. he took his stand on such 
doctrines. It art is one of the most valu¬ 
able products of a civilization, then the 
poef must be iudged for the hisroanity of 
his thought as well as for his form. And 
it you believe in the artist's iresponsibilfty 
tov His views, I don't see how you can 
explain Pound s away. But he is a tragic 
instance of the consequence resulting from 
the gulf between poet and audience, which 
has been so symptomatic of recent social 
disequilibrium. Living for so many yoars 
as an isolated expatriate in Rapallo/Pound 
was so cut oft trom any normal contacts 
with society that when he began to develop 
a political and social theory it could 
hy eccentric. As an eccentric he 
Ifm be judged. 

touts WTEStMEYER: 


CONRAD AIKEN: 

X flm glad you are doing a piece on 
Potato), For his iragic predicament: he has = 
of qoue$& only himself tp blame, and like 
imyanB else to the same situation he must j 
ttone take tiae consegu§Hces. That he', 
'fca^w Ibis he made quite apptowt oh bis 
wh«n he mmrktol that if a man 
wdtttts Ub bdfefe be values them enough 
to dte for them, tuad if they are worth hav¬ 
ing at all they are worth the speaking out. 
In my own opinion Pound is less traitor 
than tooh his political infatuations or 
o&mdmz ted him by insensible degrees 
across international borders; tile intern a- 
tionrffem that alwitys marked his poetry 
iftCJ^&stogty b> stgrnp his political 
% x Jag; und now be Gnds bimsell under 
chaise of treason tor having, according 
to hfe own q**eer limits, betrayed a par¬ 
ticular soofogy of men for man in the ab¬ 
stract 

But the United States gov- 

uameit decides to be Justice in his case 
as traitor* X tb&ik we u^ust all see to it that 
justice should be dotie to htoi idso as poet. 
~~ was a poet, perheps a great one, long 
iwTne became a fee 1 st, he is still that! 
^ and cue of the areal creative |>- 
fences of our time, aao we must not pjr^ 
.it; fee tocts* nor bis woi'k, to be Sp 
g 6 t?tw. It Is for this reason that recently, 


. ^„ 7 jdjtor"a of RaodiMac Jiciq s^jeg j 
piint Pounds p^ems m - an 1 
ari^ibldgy, or,to be more exact in a new 
edition of that anthology, I was moved 
to protest. It seemed to me that a burn¬ 
ing of the books was a kind of intellectiial 
and moral suicide which we might more 
wisely leave to our enemies. 

* 

Pound is dropped 
from an ‘anthology 

v I called Saxe Gomtoins, editor of Ran¬ 
dom House, and asked .him for a state¬ 
ment on his firm's position in this pnatter. 
Commins said: 

“Random House is not going to publish 
any fascist. As a matter of fact, we don't- 
think that Ezra Pound is good enough, or 
important enough, to include. If we 
thought he was, we might have carried him 
anyway. We just don't think he is," 
Qommins said that in place ot PountTs 
poems the new book would carry a note, 
ajfild he promised to send me a copy of ft "if. 
jl can find it" Two days later 1 received ^ 

I the following letter from him: j 

I V T am sending you herewith a copy of| 
\ the note which will appear on Page 788 
: of our forthcoming Modem Library Giant 
: yolume, An Anthology of Famous English 
I and American Poetry, edited by William 
i Rose Benet and Conrad Aiken," 

■The note reads; * 

U At th i s poi n t Co n ra d Aiken in j 
(eluded in the Modem Library edition 
of his anthology, on which the present 


Lhan 

1 


text is based, the following poems by 

B ra Pound: Envoi (1919), The Trge, 
e Tomb at Akr Coat , Portrait d'tffe 
nime, Appaniit, A Virginal , 7j|e 
fliurn. The River Merchant's W& ? 
”<? Flame f Dance Figure , Lamentrbf 
the Frontier Guard , and Taking Leave 
of a Friend. When the publishers in¬ 
sisted on omitting these, poems from 
the present edition, he consented upon 
one condition: that it be clearly stated 
. in print that his wishes were over^ 
m od by the publishers, who flatly re¬ 
fund at this time to include a sin^’ 
Infs by Ezra Pound. This is a stat 
mi-tit that the publishers are not onj 
willing but delighted to 
print. END 


thin), there is no doubt 
Iwth an important poet 


that Pound 
and an im- 
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Eva Pound is brought home «« 

to live in Europe as h*> arrived ju Washington Sunday in custody 
of a U* S. marshal Found is to %o on trial for treason as a rex* /fl 
oi iiis broadcasts for the Axis, (Sen story, pp, 
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SAC-S URGENT 

DOCTOR EZRA POUND, TREASON. REBULET DECEMBER TWELVE LAST, DEPARTMENT 
HAS AUTHORIZED DISCONTINUANCE OF INVESTIGATION PENDING FURTHER COURT 
ACTION AS TO POUND-S SANITY. YOU WILL BE ADVISED IF INVESTIGATION 
DESIRED AT LATER DATE. 

HOOVER 

CORRECTION-SECOND LINE WORD FIVE SHD BE "INVESTIGATION" 
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fir* furs found wi born in Halley, Idaho, on October 30, Id8$. He bne boon 
ml(tiG| outside of the United States eoatinuauely since 1911 * Fro* 191 ). to 1920 ha 
lived in England} trm 1920 to 1924 in Franca* and From 1924 to data in Italy, prin¬ 
cipally at Bapalio, Italy* 

According to infatuation tarnished tba Bepartaant of State by tbe American 
Consul (tenoral at C a non, Italy, an Jane 4, 1941, Zb** P«md far « lumbar of year* was 
known to baira had vary pre-fascist leanings Mid to havs spoken ovar the Italian radio 
system frm iis* to time against tba policies of the United States* On several 
occasion* when he appeared at tba Consulate General be made undignified remarks coo~ 
awning the United State* fl annmn t and whan ha entered and laft tba Consular Offiaaa 
ha gave tba Fascist salute* Tba American Consul Censrsl also retried at that tin .a 
that fir. Found baa baan giving a aarlaa of talks ovar the *hort-w*ve Italian radio 
atatlana intended to ba hoard id tba Unit ad St at*, a* In these talk* ha bss spoken in 
*uoh a na#oar of tba Gevenawnt* a foreign polity a* to bring great discredit to the 
United States* In one of hi* Jpuada&ste in Jane, 1941, fir* Pound slanderously 
Attacked tba wife of the prediert* 

Vha BrltAflh "Mho* a Vhe* indicates that E*r* Found reeeiyed bis Ph*B» dagraa 
fra* Hamilton Callega, Clinton, Inr fork, and hi* M*A. dagraa from the Uni varsity of 
Pennsylvania* Ik 1914, ba married fiorathy Shcfesepear, coat end composer* He has baan « 
prolifle writer and baa contributed to tba following periodical*f Kaseegna Msnetari*, 
Criterion, Aetion, British Buicn Quarterly, and Townsman* Ha haw authored seventeen book* 
of po««a*, two opsma, eighteen prowe treatise* and eleven titiubUmi* Theta in elude 
•dapaaawa Ha Cant**, “Chinese fire***, "Jefferson wad/or Huweollsi* (1935), end "Quid* to 
Kultur* (193®)* His residence in 1942 wz* gran as vis Uarealio 12/5, Sapsllo, Italy, 
and bis ten's nans was famished ss (bar Sbaknspaar Pound* 


It is reported that in February, 1940, Pouac began airing hi* alien views 
end contempt for tba Htoitad States ovar the Hons radio* 

On duly 12, 1941, the fiapsrtBMnt of Hate, Heihington, B, C., instrusted the 
Anarlaan Snbssay in Hone, Italy, to limit the Issuance of a passport to Found for the 
return to the United States only* Sans publicity allegedly appeared in the American 
press indicating that Pound bad expressed his desire to return to the United State* in 
order to edUest American and British royalties m. his puhlicdllSHI* 1 &’'}*' •? / 


Federal bureau of Inv^sti^a* 
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At the present time pound is also allegedly editing a magazine entitled 
■Exile*, presumably In Roms, Italy. 

It mi also reported by the Department of State that Pound, after the 
outbreak of the mar, had been blasting the usual propaganda over the Italian radio* 

Pound refused to return hoge at the time the American Embassy, Consular 
officials and their staffs mere repatriated and is reported to still be residing in 
Italy. 

In a letter addressed to the Attorney General by Siegfried Wagoner of the 
Chicago times Listening Poet, Allen spark, Colorado, dated July 1, 1941, Mr. Wagoner 
informed that subject Pound is mnployed by the Italian Government broadcasting sub¬ 
versive propaganda. It is suggested that llr. Wegener be interviewed for complete 
details in this regard. 



the Federal Communications Commission has informed the Bureau that it 
has monitored the following broadcasts made by subject Pound from Rome, Italy. These 
broadcasts were received by the Federal Communications Commission Monitoring Station 
■Shinda*, located at Silver Sill, Prince Georges County, Maryland, the intercepts of 
which have already bean made nailable to the Criminal Division of the Department of 
Justice. 


December 7, 1941 March 28, 1942 

January 29, 1942 March 29* 1942 

February 3, 1942 March 30, 1942 

February 10, 1942 March 31, 1942 

February 12, 1942 April 6, 1942 

February 17, 1942 April 7, 1942 

February 26, 1942 April 9, 1942 

March 2, 1942 April 11, 1942 

March 6, 1942 April 12, 1942 

March 8, 1942 April 13, 1942 

March 15, 1942 April lA, 1942 

March 15, 1942 April 18, 1942 

March 19, 1942 April 19, 1942 

March 22, 1942 April 20, 1942 

March 23, 1942 April 21, 1942 

March 24, 1942 April 26, 1942 

March 26, 1942 April 27, 1942 

February 19, 1942 April 28, 1942 


April 30, 1942 May 26, 1942 
May 2, 1942 May 28, 1942 

May 3i 1942 May 31, 1942 

May 4, 1942 June 1, 1942 

May 5, 1942 June 4, 1942 

May 9, 1942 June 5, 1942 

May 10, 1942 June 8, 1942 

May 11, 1942 June 16, 1942 

May 12, 1942 June 19, 1912 

May 14, 1942 June 25, 1942 

May 16, 1942 June 28, 1942 

May 17, 1942 Jul|r 2, 1942 

May 18, 1942 July 3, 1942 

May 19, 1942 July 6, 1942 

May 21, 1942 July 7, 1942 

Hay 23, 1942 July 10, 1942 

May 24, 1942 July 12, 1942 

May 2$, 1942 July 13, 1942 


July 14, 1942 
July 17, 1942 


July 19, 1942 July 21, 1942 

July 20, 1942 July 26, 1942 





Proposed Grand <?ury Action - Additional Investigation Requested by Departs*®**!. 

The infamation available in the Bureau files regarding subject Pound, as 
well as espies of the transcript of subject’s feroadea&bs, have been made available to 
th* Criminal Division of the- Department suggesting that bubject Pound be indicted 
wider the Treason Statutes (Sec* 1# 2, Title 18, U» S. Code; in that ho adhered to 
the «nemy, giving then aid and comfort* The Dcp&rt&fczsfe, In its reply, now informs 
that the Preaidsnb and the Qffioe of bar Information are interested in this ease as 
veil as related oases concerning American $Misu acting as propagandists for enemy 
countries, and that the matter is being*md$i&y ceneldered for Grand Aery action* 
However, prior to instituting such action, the DepwrW^ti requests that the following 
additional investigation be conducted) 

1*) A complete review be raad* of the Dtate Bepartasaii records for all available 
data regarding subject Found and secure copies of travel documents and 
expired passports possessed by subject* Also ascertain th® name of the 
State Department official who can introduce these records and testify to 
the fact that subject Is considered an American ciii&en and would be 
issued an American passport upon application for return to this country 
only# 

2*} Verify the birth or naturalisation of subject and th* identify and position 
of the individual who can introduce the pertinent records ns evidence* 

3*) Ascertain the identities of persons who can place subject in Berlin, Germany, 
either before or «b®e%usssi to the war* Is this regard, the State Depart¬ 
ment has informed the Bureau that th® following correspondents, former 
Berlin broadcaster&, end other individuals, would be able to testify to 
some of th* desired facts) 

a* Louis Losimcr, HIC* former head of the Berlin Bureau 
of the AP« 

b, Alvin Steinkcpf, HIC, former A? correspondent in Vienna* 
c* Kiss Slgrld Schult*, Chicago* Ill*, former European 

roprosenh&tlv* of the Chicago Tribune* 
d. Frederick Gechaser, BTC, former head of the European 
Bureau of the DP* 

c, Glcm Stadler, NIC, former CP correspondent in Berlin 
f. Fat Conger, MIC, foner UP correspondent in Berlin, 

now reported to be a reporter with the U* S* Fleet* 
g« William Sbirer, SIC, now syndicating a news column, 
h* Howard K, Salih, HIC, author of the current beat seller 
"Last Train frost Berlin#* 

1. John Paul Dickson, Baltimore, Maryland, former Berlin 

broadcaster for the Mutual Broadcasting System, understood 
to have recently enlisted with the 0* S, Marines. 





j. Hugo Speck, former Berlin correspondent for the INS and now 
understood to be with the INS In Washington, D. C» The State 
Department believes Speck id.II In airfepfobabllity be unwilling 
to talk aa hie activities at Bad Nauheim were the subject of 
a great deal of speculation* 

k* Cyrus Follaer, former Tice Consul at Berlin, now assigned to 
the Division of Coonercial Affairs of the Department of State, 
has heard broadcasts of American Citizens while In Berlin. 

1* E. Tomlin Bailey, former Third Secretary of the Etebassy in 
Berlin, now assigned to toe Special Division of the Department 
of State, has knowledge of some of the Berlin broadcasters. 

a* Philip N. Tucker, former clerk at the Bnb&esy in Berlin and 
presently employed In the Central European Branch of the 
Military Intelligence Section of the War Department. 

(phone, branch 2505) 

n. B. Borden Reams, formerly Charge d*Affaires at Copenhagen, 
presently assigned to the Division of European Affairs of 
the Department of State. 

o. Lloyd D# Tates, formerly Second Secretary of the Sabassy at 
Berlin, presently assigned to the Division of Foreign Activity 
Correlation of the Department of State. 

p. Cail Btirk eland, formerly Tice Consul at Berlin and presently 
assigned to the Department of State. 

q. Colonel Harvey Smith, Lt. Col, John Lovell, and Miss Natalie 
Tirrell, all of the Central European Branch of the Military 
Intelligence Service of the War Department, 

r. The following former employees of the Passport Section of 
the Berlin Sabassy; 

Casiair Zawadaki, now American Tice Consul at Belfast 
Stephen B* Vaughn, now American Tice Consul at Montreal 
Miss Agnes Schneider, now clerk at the American Embassy at 
London 

a* P, Laukhuff, formerly Third Secretary of the American Bnbaesy at 
Berlin and presently assigned to the Foreign Service Division of 
the Department of State, 

4.) The identities of persons who can identify subject's voice from the 

recording of a radio broadcast. In addition to the above, it is believed 
that relatives and friends should be contacted for any assistance they 
may be able to furnish. 

5.) All possibly background of subject should be developed, reflecting 

subject's activities, and sympathies in the U,S»prior to travel abroad 
and those activities engaged in by subject since residing in Europe, 
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6.) It 1* considered desirable to seeere one or mm authorities to 
testify to the fact that all propagiUMte Lb Qeraaay it handled 
througt the Ministry of Propaganda and SnUgjhtenesnt, hesded by 
Hmv Paal *M*pfc Ooebels, and that it would be extresely unlikely 
for an individual to regularly broadcast ;< 2 rcpsgtnd» to the V. 8, 

*ed oat be an employee of this Ministry. Br. R obert tt« V. I«tn*r» 
Philadelphia, P«u, was suggested m a possibility* 

?•) Teshsicsl testinony by a representative of the P.C.C. m the 

fellaadat peiataj 

a* The fact that broadcasts are specifically beared to the U.S. 

and the nature of tie eqeipneni weed for this perpoee* 
b» Charts showing sireetiecal findings prepared omaetljr ty 
the FCC, placing the station* over which subject broadcast 
la hdi occupied country* 

c* If the broadcasting station la identified by call letters, 
tesUacny as to the location of this particular station* 
d* fectinmy that the wave length on which the broadcast* were made 
Is on* which is capable of reception on the average chert war* 
radio sold for public use in the 6*8* 





WH.t mk* a eoapleie revise cf %'m- Stats Uepatrte-wst records rsgwi'ding 
subject Found in line with leijd #1 suggested by the &sparta®nt «oid eet forth on page 3 
of this aocartawhaB* 

MU alec contact and interview the individual a set forth on page 1 in line 
with lead 03 (j throw#* Cj,s) suggested by the Beparteasit to definitely pi&e# subject 
Pound in Berlin, tavsany, either before or subse^&Mt-t to the war. These iscilwlduals 
should also be ^aectloned as to the identities of ether persons who can identify 
subject* s voice free the recording at a radio broadcast and alee for any background 
information Ussy m&y be able to furnish reg&rdLag subject as Saggerted fey the B^partneei 
in le*da #4 sad $ tofxt&tnsd on pjge 4 of this weeorarxdusu 

Will also ascertain the identity of a technical representative ef the F.C.C. 
who cko testify to the petals aentimwfd in lead #7 suggested by tbs Be&fcrtffiwrt and set 
forth on page 5 cf thiv mmm-m&m* 




V ^ * 



gg Jtafc mi &S& 

Bow fefc City, few Jorfr 

Will lo&fet® and interview the individa-sd*. set forth on page 3 of this 
meraotrttAchai to ascertain >tvfchcr the? c&a place subject found in Berlin, Cmw]r» 
either before or subsequent to the wr in line with l*;-*d #3 (&,b,d through h) t> 
suggested by the Bepartaent. The? should also he question &d si to the Identities 
of other persons who can identify subject** vote* froa the rvoording of a radio 
JareedOM % end also fer iny background informatiori they nay be able to furnish 
rsigarding subject &* saggested by the Pepari*i«&t in leads #4 end 5 contained on 
page 4 of this 


m.mm n«M om« 

** Ottaua. UMBom 

Uli locate Mice -Sigrld Scbnits, fonwr European representative of 
the Chicago Tribune, regarding the identities of persons who can place subject 
in Berlin, flcrmiinf j. either before or after the vswftNWMgBSftt of wgr and whether 
srbe can testify to this fact e* set forth eu peg® 3 and in line with l*.ad #3 (e) 
suggested by the Bep&r&astst* should also be questioned as to the identities 

of other persjait wh- e#n identify subject*a roles over & radio broadcast snd also for 
*m r badkgrovsd Infematisn she ngy be able to furnish regarding subject as suggested 
tgr the Sw$mrt»«ai in leads #4 and 5 contained on page 4 of this nor«te» 



field Office 


At.fHUdrtMfcU. fwyjyenif 


Ull interview Br* Robert X. W. 1 m$m in line with lead #6 suggested 
by the J^epartwcBt and set forth on page 5 of this aaaora&dwft* 


BK»Mr...nri 4 Office- 


it AUsnspwrh. Oolww^.. 

wfrn , interview Mr* Siegfried Wegener of The Tines Listening Post 
regarding subject* s broadcasting activities and also in line with leads #4 *nd 5 
suggested by the Sep&rtnmt and contained on page 4 of this stcanrandmu 




mid om» 


tt K*Uey. Idaho 

Will verify subject’s bdrth at Hailey, Idaho on October 30, 1685, 
in line with lead #2 suggested by the Department and cat forth on page 3 of 
this memorandum* 


BUttoorc Wrtd omc« 

At MiMMCh lUnrUnii 

Will locate and interview John Paul Dickson regarding the broadcast 
made by subject Pound in line with lead #3 (i) suggested by the Department «e 
set forth on page 3 of this nwcorandua* 






Date Rec’d 



Item No. 


1 - Original and duplicate of Affidavit of J. J. McFadden 

dated Dec. 9, 1942. ' 12/14/42 
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■From: J. Edgar Hoover ■» Director, Federal''-Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: 


m* tmwam 
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0MIH1 SmM, at ftwrtit a the eteee fito a ft i r $» 

iStti tti QitMlIetiaw 

ftfe* Mritttt gwwwli aer Ueaw ntt» ftw 8m t UtOy* A asperity ef 
.M]*et*i «NAl9Mli ctaee ttnl t? Ite VaM 

ftwttUefcfta* teitefiea Jtameriii* n&tm* m lUm 

NHfM : ?&*MvtsU«R* tem here «*da *f 

,DHH* tHlftlMM 


- 99m mm tehe&s linliM &$&$» *r the** 

■■■«* »w MM he wM u» (^^Uflea# - 

■ ft« ftmtffcU tmmi c# the ttstto* ft* lw^»* emMattt ■ ftr pit Jwy «^Im» 

^ «fe» ^aurtaaart sUe itfeiw *ht* uni vttt U«UH» «iMI«l ifcere the 
tawlMati mi* meUtO* efci.-* u ttti hm U mmHUt 
oat ttwnftse-year efttee I e Mtc «e*e **e eftt* tf ert«U* . ■ ■ 

H l» eeat»«te& ttftt tt» iffitta yettUUf e »!&»8 if tM* letter 
..«t«h « J»toi, U*ua el theUtte*if tt«Utter «** yaeM^fthf t»- 

«w the ea &erelo yift leafte let forth is the gttehhe i ; 

t* anuwiitt ettfc the wrtereUpeft leeft* «•» unh-bt the ftite«ft«g '«►* 

Uhet 4 »Wt thM* ere heUi ft twit# eater tefsars&e revert 


* Ml, e»t. 
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.. sa^aoir - /■ 
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vtu H»« fltagMUA tlgeae* i* 

>B «m &u «a*« «£ also ttedfcw «a*ninw& •mv’i* 9 »amM 


Hr « 


I& detailed report '-#4^/ 4» took «BW| wo* though it arsowrte to 
tto»# fti* '■tt*j#*giw»iif' fartUWkt&'-s iMttr $##**U4#a*f tbise oaeeo 
®t &&0 ‘ 

' Ifcooeoaeea wro as tMng «£ pmmm* Sinntattg 

4* tit* «f tti Sifttttil *t thr Jh* alien*, the Off&m of 
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;:?■:> .- ■■ . ^ 
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* rhU&lel^la 
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Date: 


To: 


f&V 3?«ir 




Fromr J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal, Bureau Of Investigation 


Su^eot: ; . ^ wa ■-. 

' , ■ : :-.?Ra*ser v ;. 

■ , ' ' ■' ' d> ' 

. « f *&* - ," 

- , •- ■£V 

■ & -r 5 ■ 

■■ sm: ms&fcm . 

■ Wx&zrn , /; ... V., 

•" «»* ■ ■ 

S&ws&ik ■ ■ ■.: ; 


' : : " v. 

trKs,,. . . ' 6 * 

mm &. zb AmZi W»#' ■ 

' ■ ■>./■-.■ r 

, mm® mm - 


. '^thfortjMir jwftnraiihO* : -to 

.X94?yi& tb* ■’*%ehp^w» iw tav«i«»tji$''©f'6’ .-■■■ ' ■/.■'■ 

eeresaniapttoa trm Hie £wj?»vtw»nt oij&geotia# *>h&t tojpofhf fte»ae»» . 
netod cOluaa&st, cb& WXlim hi tfettot rnm&mM'ty n col^aiat or nedio f 
cefiiwa tutor# eloo' ft* interviewed te line with b^'ordeveiored lesde ■■-■-.V' 
set forth for poor office in these mmt* ^ % ■. _ .. / ' 

.; Mtfc rofrrefefle to' the setter entitled s Sen#.teee' Srerel* ^ith 
e31e«e*i Tree ton* 9 the r#r»prtee>t revest* thnt n certified eo^ of the 
neturfclSootio© . oertifieeto of her fether bo obtntnod and ell toot* node*- 
ewry. to d*ter*&ne vhetfcor the li entitled to derivative cititenshin. $$$ 
Sootoa end T'hiladol^La 4f£iee« etteold he *£$ordi*$ljr' in this . 

' ' ■. ■' ■- '■ ! ' ■"*.■• ; ' 

■ Sh* £%arfcneab el#* fMmott* that in those ooooe where the ■■■ 
•object v&o tora in the (totted .“teteo, c certified coyy ef tfee tlftb :> 
oentlfioate he obtained, teethe* with otl^r-«Wido»«o"of tfco date and %, 
ph&m of bio oo ter birth. It i* rmmtu& thnt t 
wMhsMlopid loot* to Mtfiblisb' the bjurth' Of «ay of 

chove eetltlod ee.eo* bo', govomod - j , WD ,„. -™. b^jutfneo 


a©Uistw» v 
rfeitedeipU# 
-Sootoa ■ 

■ to 
1 r«» haloes 


:v&v»nooli 


mrrts-. Montana 
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SAC BUTTE 

LEFT 

DR* EZRA POUND, TREASON. IMPERATIVE THAT INSTANT CASE BE ASSIGNED 
FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION AND REPORT SUBMITTED IN TEN DAYS. TO 
FACILIAXXXX FACILITATE EXPEDITIOUS HANDLING, REPORTS SHOULD BE 
TRANSMITTED TO BUREAU MARKED ATTENTION MR. J. K. MUMFORD. 

HOOVER 













BUTTE, MONTANA 
December 11, 1942 



MMORANDUM 

RE: DR. EZRA POUND; 
61*230 ET AL; TREASON. 


Under date of December 9, Special $gent ARTHUR S. WEBB tele- 
phonically advised that he had been unable to locate any birth record 
for the above Subject at Hailey, Idaho, He stated he found an old 
newspaper clipping from the "Woodriver Daily News—Miner** carrying 
a news item to the effect that a son was born on October 30, 1885, to 
HOMER L. POUND. 

Agent WEBB further advised that he received information 
that the only possibility of a record covering the birth of this 
Subject might be in the Catholic Church in Boise, Idaho, He advised 
that Father ROWE, 418 Idaho Street, Boise, would be the proper person 
to contact in order to cfotain these records, if any are in existence. 

The above was telephonically furnished to Special ifigent JAMES 
A. HUNT on December 10, and .he was instructed to handle immediately, 
obtaining, if possible, a photograph or certified copy of any records. 


KLtBH 


KENNETH LOGAN 
Special Jgent in Charge 
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DETAILS* 

■ _ At gftXLBT* IDAHO ' 

GEOROE A* JfclEOD, Profeat# Judge *Hailey,Ideho» advised that%ae 
. resided continueusly in this oomEumlty since September 24, 1886. Be said 
that no oity, eoanty or .state records of vital statistics cere kept in Xdahc 
prior t» 180*. So advised that he Is positive of this date in view of the foot 
that ho was carving as a member of im legislature of Idaho at the time the 
instant lar vae enacted. Judge tfoLSOO said th&t he «ae not personally acquainted 
vith the Subject of the instant investigation nor was ho acquainted with the' 
Subject** father, nmtt.U roOHD* However, he said that as a result of his 
clerical research In connection with the writing of a book which was published 
In 1858, the Judge advised that he had ascertained that the Subject was bora 
la .Bailey,. Idaho, on October 30, 18M. Ho stated that thlsOnfcmatiai ecae 
fron the newspaper which was then fenesn as tits "Woodriver Daily Sews fitter*’ 

: cf October 31, 1888* He advised that the Subject*e father,*Ha?^na l, fooKD, 

. was the first register of the iMtcd States hand Office, was located at 
Haihff Idaho, for four years, fron 1883 to 188T* foie Informant produced 
a copy of his book which is entitled "History of Alturss and Blaine Counties, 
Idahoj* on page 118 of which was noted an Item which mentioned tits Subject. 
aa a native sol of Hailey, xdahc, who fans been living abroad for a number «f . 

year#, 

Judge HeUSCD Stated further that he recalled that Subject's grand® 

• father was at one tins governor of the State of Msctuaih* - the files cf 
the "Halley tines" newspaper nor operating in that ooaamnity were stashed 
and a a spy of the "Woodriver Daily hors liiacr* dated October 31, 1885, 
reflects the following news item* 

"Register PCJ0®*8 family was Increased yesterday 
by a hmid new baby bey, Receiver waters and wife 
returned from their visit to Kansas, the Hailey land 
office experienced an eventful day," ■ 

. Zt ic noted that the son bom to Hr, KtfM) was not referred to by 
nane* It is further noted that the date mentioned above is at variance with 
the date furnished by Judge MeLEOD. However, It is fait that Judg® KcLEGD 
is in error as he advised that his information cams from the article 

■■ ’which is quoted above* this article was in the newspaper issue- cf Ootober 31, , 
18B8, and not 1880 as stated by Judge IscLHOB® 

aaverotd JA^JS OPXB, pastor, of Ebsanuel Episcopal Church, produced - 
hi# record of births and baptisms dating beet to 1338* Those records were 
searched in on effort to establish the birihd&to of the Subject. However* 
his name was not found in the instant records. 

Father 2. J. AH3S9 of St* Charles Catholic Church* produced birth' 
and baptism records far that church* Those records were tfeerecghly searched* 
however, the Bubjcci's name doss not appear* Father AHERH advised that all 


2 - 




birth tad baptismal records of the datholie Chursh since its establishment 
in the old Idaho territory are 1 a possession of the Cattail* Priest *& 

Belae, Idaho, father aor®, 410 Idaho street, ttoise, Idaho, It Is noted that 
ths Shave two churches are. the only ehurohes which vers established in Bailey, 
Idaho, at thd tta of the Subject's birth* 

lira* LSU KOBtQOlSHY, City QUrk of Bailey, Idaho, advised that no 
city retards la the nature of vital a tat 1st ion were kept in Hailey, Idaho, 
prior to the year 1S80. JOSEPH «?. JteFASDEK advised that he first settled in 
Hailey, Idaho, in September, 180i, at whlbh time he waa fifteen years of age. 
He advleed that he .has lived there continuously sinos that tine and further 
.that he was personally acquainted with the father of .the Subjeot in -instant 
ease* He advleed that the Subject 1 * father was HQ&rs W P0USD, who was the V 
Sestater of the United States band Office, Halley, Idaho, fr«m l883 to 188?, 
stating further he had personally ant the Subject's graddfa&ef she.'at that 
tine was either governor of ea-governor of the State of ftisodnain* He said 
that this occurred during the year 1985* Mr. ttoFAODSS said that he mi per-' 
senally a«q(uaittfced with BGiSR t* POflKDevwn before ths year 1886 having 
known him in other Motions sf the old Idaho terri tory * this Informant 
, recalls that S2SAPOBH0 wasbora in Halley, Idaho, during the fall of 1888. 
However, he was table to retell the east date* 

It ess also ascertained from Hr* lefADPEB. that Subject'a father 
left Hailey, Idaho# in the year 188?, taking the Subject with him,.. Hr* 
HoP&8t®M advised that to hie tasalednS: the Subject has not roturned to 
Hailey^ Idaho, at anyt&gg? since that date* Affe^r hie departure from Hailey, 
Idaho, the Subject's father became associated with the Halted States Hint 
■ at' Hilladsiphi&f Pasmi^va&Se,' and for several years : after -his departure. _' 
from Idaho, K®RE L. P0HRD tanrespeaded with this Informant* . He said he - 
learned through this eorre«f®al»n» that' the Subject had been living in 
Europe for a sandbar of years; MeFAOBCK said that he.has not heard from tho 
Subject's father for a great many years* 

' She following affidavit was obtained from Hr. MefiUBBH at.:this 
tine, the original of tad la beiag forwarded to tst&Mmm Offloe and 
a copy of which'is. being retained in the butte file* 

""ipnOAHIf 0P J, J* MC&ABfiV, 

"3TME OH IDAHO, ! 

■■ ■_ j S3, 

* C3DWI <F B&AE®* f 

V* J* tttataa being duly svera says he is, and 
has been nimm about August I, 1086, a residsat of Hailey, 

Idaho* Ihftt'he is a native bom eitisen of D«3. . 

"that in the fall of - 1M6 he was well and i^reotally ■ 
with one Hess*r 1* Pound, who was Eaglets? of tfe 





marm 40 mum 01 aouru^oo so*ft asBHBtfps 





100-3409?: , . 

Bate* Ifey 2?, 1943 

, r . r , r . J 

• To* 5AC,.Baltijsore 

.PpODtt' <J, S&gar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject* "' DK* E2BA POUND ' 

■■ XHEiSCM 


i: The Bureau has recently received a request from the Office 
of fear ‘Cnforaatienfor infection regarding the background snd possible 
criminal records on 'American citiaens who are engaged in propaganda 
brosdeaetinc activities for Axle nations*■ 

A review of the file in the above-captioned ease indicates 
, that Pound was bom at Hailey, Idaho on October 30, 1665* He received 
a Ph* $. degree at Ha&Llton College, Clinton, Her York, and received hie 
Si.A* degree at the University of Pennsylvania. 

" ■ ' . It is desired bh&i th e Butte* Hew York, and Philadelphia. 

. Held ^vision®, respectively, check for o local arrest record regard- 
' ing -ttfia captioned subject* 

In view of the fact that this information is desired by another 
Governmental Agency, reports should be submitted within two waeka after 
. this letter is received,. 

fe^CCi Butte . ^* ** a « | 

Hew York 
- : 'Pi4l4tlelphi® 





FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FonnNQ, l 

Tmii case OHianutiD at gALTIlKlBB, HAR1L&JBD 


RUNOUT MADE AT 


Sntto, Montana 


DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

4 A &/43 s/r/ds 


Batt* fiLe no - eiaso 


RS2*ORT MADE BY 


.$MSm 3, MiiB pp 


CHAHAcrraR OF CASE 


BH. E» POBKD 


XlSftSOV 


synopsis of facts: ^ criminal record Hailey, Ida! tof Subject moved with 
parents from Ballsy, Idaho, idp lee© than one pear of 

*e*« 


Befereaeei Bureau letter to Baltfcs&F®, May 87, 1843* 


Detailst 


At Burn* IDAHO 


EBDIB PAOAtf, pepaty Sheriff, reviewed his records sad advised that 
.the Subject's same does not appear therein* 

OBOR0E Hel&H), Probate Aulge, advised that the Subjeet's father eras 
the first Federal lead offi m representative In Blaise Oouaby and stated 
that imtamt office mt sooupied by the Subject*® father until apprs&taately 
Ally, 1886» Itoasz&teh as the Subject mas hmn on October 30, 1865, at Bailey, 
Idaho, this InfeTOatlen would indie fce that the Subject was titan front 
Bailey, by his parents, whoa less than one year of age, Aide® K&XSOD stated 
further that iaaaediateiy upon finishing hie term ef office, the Subject's 
father.asM from Hailey, Idaho, 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED; 


SPBCUt AOBNT 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


5 *■ Bureau 
Z • Baltimore 
(t}~ Butte 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE fOAGE* J 

£ Jltf- X 


CLfts - ' " 0 -. 
SV.i“ ■■■- ■- 
jtIUE:" —■ 
SEW; FO¬ 
ULED. 





U r S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE™ O - f—S 0 JU 







Z& mmmMm with ths ia&ervi**' It is to be noted that Jtt<%e 
^bUNS* ifl quits old at the present bine and la addltiea to ' fm&mmX laswledjge 
of the abev* oeantj*, it la isa&tloaed that aeeeral je&ra ago ha arete & history 
of -this parttoui&r eesblea of Idaho, itfasmS®. the tern of off&ea. of the Sub^eot’a 
father it mantie&ed. It la felt, tiwrefore# that the above lafosmtloa is . . 
seo&rate* . 


MU!) C0Bl£BH0W fO OFFICE OP 08131# 








FBI BALTIMORE 6-19-43 10-4S AM FFA 

SCS BUTTE, NEW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA 

LIME. DR. EZRA POUND, TREASON. REPORT OF CRIMINAL RECORD OF SUBJECT 
NOW OVERDUE. EXPEDITE. 

SOUCY 

NEW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA NOTIFIED. 

END 

CK FBI BUTTE LB 








